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Three vows that mean everything to a samurai To break 
any one is a sin deserving of death. To break all three is an 
attront to everything a samurai.stands for; yet at times only 


sacrifice can mean victory 

Loy alt ki 
The assassination of a Crab Clan leader is the first in a web 
of events that sets the noble Imperial Magistrate Seppun 
Tashime on a journey through the Emerald Empire. As his 
investigations unfold, the true, horrifying scope of what 
he must face becomes apparent. Thrust into conflict with 
an ancient evil, will Tashime and his comrades from the 
Great Clans stave off disaster, or will his actions imperil 


the Empire even further? 
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Death at Koten is the first graphic novel set in the epic 
Legend of the Five Rings storyline. A multiple award-winning 
game, Legend of the Five Rings tells the story of the Emerald 
Empire, where Great Clans vie against each other for control, 
while the denizens of the Shadowlands wait for any sign 


of weakness. 


Samurai drama meets fantasy in a storyline that lives in 
the imaginations of thousands across the world. 
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: FOREWORD 


Legend of the Five Rings” (L5R) is more than just the graphic novel you hold in 
your hands. The world of Rokugan was born with the Legend of the Five Rings 
Collectible Card Game, a unique game that allowed you to tell the story of the 
characters within — their lives, deaths, and descendants. After 15 years the 
players still continue to shape the lives of these samurai. Soon after the card 
game came a role-playing game, now in its third edition with players around 
the world. Aside from these products, Legend of the Five Rings has truly 
become something greater than the sum of its parts. 


| say that because as you read this story, if you have never experienced L5R 
before, the characters will (hopefully) strike you as cool and exciting. But to 
one who has played L5R and been a part of the experience over these years, 
these characters are something more. To people who play the Dragon Clan, 
wear costumes to events, and created a three story tall Dragon Clan banner for 
GenCon 2008, the story of Agasha Kyoso is a serious blight on their collective 
past. Bringing it up in conversation can earn cold stares. In recent times, the 
players of the Unicorn and the Lion and their war referenced in this story was 
one of the most hotly contested in recent memory, with those who fell on the 


side of the Khan vigorously defending him against those who called for his head. 


And it all played out among people just like you. They don’t just play a 
Mantis Clan deck or a role-play a Crane samurai, they are members of that Clan. 


This story, this graphic novel, is a tribute to all those players who have come 
and gone and are still with us after all these years. This graphic novel is a new 
beginning in the way we, and you, tell the story of Legend of the Five Rings. 


lf this graphic novel is your first exposure to L5R, we hope you will join us 
on this amazing journey, telling the story and joining the lives of those in the 
Emerald Empire of Rokugan. 


— Todd Rowland 
L5R Brand Manager 
Special thanks to Kathy, Jackson, and Tyler 


for supporting me through the many hours 
spent bringing this novel to life! 
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THE PROVINCES OF THE SCORPION 
CLAN IN THE EMPIRE OF ROKUGAN. 





p YEAR 1770 
| MONTH OF THE DOG. 
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( WHAT DO 
YOU SEEP / 
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Y TELL ME \ 
WHAT YOU 


SEE. 
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UNDERSTAND, 
_MASTER. 


























THE FUTURE, 
_MY CHILD. 


WHEN | 
{ LOOK UPON 
THE DOUO, | 
SEE THE 
FUTURE. 


/” YOU HAVE TOLD ME 
NOT TO BE SO LITERAL 
\ MANY TIMES, SENSEI. 


NO 
RECRIMINATIONS 
TODAY, LITTLE 
ONE. 


“TELL ME, DO ™ 
YOU KNOW WHAT ) 
\ THIS SHRINE ISP 


THis is ‘% 
A SHRINE TO 
THE TENET OF 

CAUISO. 


THE 
GREATEST 
OF BUSA/DO'S 
TEACHINGS. 
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WHAT IS THE 
RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN LOYALTY | 





THOSE WHO ” A | \ ~ 7” AND WHAT OF 
ARE LOYAL CANNOT Tim i™~ | S79 THE DISHONORED | 


PATH. | \ = | 


y THOSE WHO ACT 
DISHONORABLY, 
CANNOT BE LOYAL 
TO THEIR CAUSE. 


OF THE MOST 
DISHONORABLE 
SOUL YOU 
KNOW 





YOGO 
KRALUNORY, 
. MASTER, 
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WHY IS HE 
WORTHY OF YOUR 
ADMIRATION? 


HE SERVES THE 
THRONE, AN? THE 
PEOPLE OF THE 
EMPIRE, MASTER. 


HE HUNTS DOWN 
THOSE WHO BREAK 
THE LAW AND PUNISHES 
THEM FOR THEIR 


CRIMES. 


HE IS A \ 
PARAGON OF 
VIRTUE. 





AND THIS 


ENSURES THAT 
HE IS A LOYAL 
SERVANT? 








, BUT YOUR “ 
YOU ARE G/FTED “ IDEALISM DOES 
ABOVE AND BEYOND NOT SERVE YOU 

= ANY OF THOSE WHO 

THIS IS YOUR STUDY ALONGSIDE 


ONLY AA/LING, 
MY PUPIL. 


| S7RUGGLE TO MEET 
| KNOW, MASTER. j o YOUR EXPECTATIONS. 
YOU HAVE TOLD ME AS oo 
MUCH IN THE MONTHS 
SINCE YOU ARRIVED. 
FORGIVE 
i MY FAILURES, | 
- MASTER. h 





YOUR FAILURES ARE \ 
NOT INSURMOUNTABLE. J | 


A x : | 
A " YOU SIMPLY REQUIRE.. | 
CONTEXT. LET ME TELL YOU 


A STORY, THE STORY OF A/DA 
“Nea: AND OF HOW =, 
HE *, CIED 7 
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A OTEN CASTLE, 
IN THE PROVINCES OF THE CRAB CLAN 


six MONTHS 
PREVIOUSLY 
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SENSE// 

THE SCORPION 
WERE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE DEATH OF 

HIDA KISADA?P 


IF YOU WISH TO 
INTERPRET IT IN SUCH 
A MANNER, YES. KAZUNORI 
WAS NOT ACTING ON THE 
ORDERS OF HIS LORD 
HOWEVER 


BUT HIS VEATH 
WAS NAOT ORDERED 
BY THE SCORPION 
CHAMPION 





YOU FLATTER WE 
CHILD. HOW COULD A 
SIMPLE TEACHER KNOW 


THE SECRETS OF OUR 
CLAN’S WAR WITH 
THE CRAB? 
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PERHAPS 
THEN, IT IS YOUR 
DEFINITION OF VILLAIN 
THAT REQUIRES 


REVIS/TING 
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IT DOES 
NOT MATTER. 
TELL ME, CHILD, WHAT 
CAME OF KISGADA'S 
DEATH? 











ALL VERY 
FORTUNATE FOR 
THE SCORPION, 


THE CONPFLIC 
BETWEEN THE TWO CLANS 
WAS INITIATED BY US 
IN THE FIRST PLACE, AND 
ITS EXACERBATION 
SERVED THE CLAN 
WELL. 





MASTER, | THOUGHT 
THAT YOU SAID THE DEATH 


OF KISADA WAS NOT 
CARRIED OUT ON THE 


IT WAS NOT 
AND YET WE 
PROFITED 


SCORPION'S BEHALFP | 
: REGARDLESS. 
ARE YOU STILL 
SO CERTAIN THAT 
THE DISHONORABLE 
CANNOT YET 
BE LOYAL? 





{ ahd 
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IN THE END, 
YOU WILL KNOW. 
IN THE MEANTIME, 
LET US CONTINUE 

OUR LESSON. 





THE YASUKI ESTATES, 
EARLY SUMMER, YEAR 1170 Js 
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YOU DENY | oe | ABSOLUTELY 


" YOUR CLAN’S DO. THE CRANE 
M INVOLVEMENT IN DO NOT RESORT 
Mm KISADA-SAMA'S : ag TO ASSASSINATION, 
DEATH? UNDER AVY 
». CIRCUMSTANCES. 


WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 
", WHAT AZ40NESS 
IS THIS? 


ODD THEN THAT 
WE DISCOVERED THESE 
HISTORICAL RECORDS WHEN 
WE SEIZED PART OF THE 
TERRITORY YOU TOOK 
FROM OUR CLAN UNDER 
FALSE PRETENSES. 


THESE RECORDS INDICATE 
ha ( THAT THE O4/00U/ WERE HOST 
. TO A SECT OF WARRIORS CALLED 
THE HARRIERS... . 





LITTLE BETTER THAN 
ASSASSINS, SABOTEURS, 
AND THIEVES! 
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HOW DARE YOU 
SAY SUCH A THING? 
HOW DARE YOU /VNSULT 
THE CRANE! 


YOU PRESUME 
Dy TOO MUCH, CRAB. YOUR 
PRESENCE HERE IS AT THE 
CRANE’S INVITATION, 
ANO CAN BE REVOKED. 


AND THEY WILL 
KNOW ABOUT THESE 
"HARRIERS AS 
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VO NOT SPEAK 
AS IF THE CRANE 
HAD HONOR. YOU 
ARE NO SETTER 
THAN THE 
SCORPION. 
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BY ALL MEANS! THEN 
THE EMPIRE WILL KNOW THE 
TRUTH, THAT YOU HAVE NO 
INTEREST IN PEACE, ONLY 

THE APPEARANCE OF 

COMPROMISE 


WHATEVER 
*TRUTHS” YOU 
CHOOSE TO COACOCT 
WILL LIKELY BE 
RECOGNIZED FOR 
WHAT THEY TRULY 
ARE... 




















THE DRUNKEN TALES 
OF BRU TISH S/MPLETONS 
WHO HAVE NOTHING BETTER 
TO VO THAN SIT ON THEIR WALL 
ANO M(AAE UP TALES OF 
THEIR VALOR 


PROPER PROTOCOLS WI 
FOLLOWED 
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IT WAS 
CRUDE AND 
INSULTING, 

YES... 


SEPPUN-SAMA, 
YOU HAVE HEARD THE TERRIBLE 
| SLANDER THIS FOOL HAS LEVIED 
AGAINST MY CLAN. | WILL 
NOT TOLERATE IT! 


AND YET | HAVE 
HEARD FAR WORSE FROM 
YOU REGARDING THE CRANE i 
SINCE THIS COURT WAS ; iF IT IS 
CONVENED. SATISFACTION 
YOU SEEK... 


-- THEN IT 
MUST BE DONE 
PROPERLY. 


VERY WELL, THEN. 
| DEMAND SATISFACTION! 
| CHALLENGE YOU TO 
A QUEL! 
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A CHALLENGE HAS — 
BEEN ISSUED. DOES THE 
CHALLENGED ACCEPT? 


| GRACIOUSLY 
ACCEPT THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO DEFEND MY CLAN’S 


lAISUTSY, 
SEPPUN- 
SAMA. 


THEN AA/VUTSU IT SHALL 
BE. YASUKI-SAN, YOUR CHALLENGE 
HAS BEEN ANSWERED, AND A 
TRADITIONAL SWORD DUEL 
WILL BE THE FORMAT. 
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PROTOCOL INDICATES 
THAT THE CHALLENGED, UPON 
ACCEPTANCE, DETERMINES THE 

MEANS BY WHICH THE OUEL 
WILL BE RESOLVED. 








: : be 
YOU ARE BOTH COURT om 
DIGNITARIES, AND AS SUCH, \ 





YOU ARE PERMITTED TO CHOOSE A 
CHAMPION TO FIGHT IN YOUR , 
STEAD, IF THAT IS YOUR WISH. ms. 


\ 














| CHOOSE AS MY CHAMPION 
HIDA HACHIMOTO, MASTER 
OF THE OUAL-BLAVE STYLE AND 
CREATOR OF THE ONE-AND-TEAN- 
THOUSAND -CUTS TECHNIQUE. 


HACHIMOTO, 
AICHIK®... ROW SHALL 
THE VICTOR BE DETERMINED? 
FIRST BLOOO?P 


| CHOOSE AS MY CHAMPION 
KAATTA AICH/IKO, NINNER OF 
SEVENTEEN DUELS, |NCLUDING 
VICTORIES OVER B4YUSA/ TOG4ARU 
AND AXODO0 SHAKO 














Py. 


seri 


THE OUEL WILL 
BE HELD AT DAWN. 


AIS LIFE IS 
FORFE/T AS 
WELL. 


UNTIL SUCH TIME AS 
THIS DUEL IS COMPLETE, THERE 
WILL BE NO FURTHER CONFRONTATIONS 
BETWEEN THE CRAB AND 
THE CRANE. 


TO DO SO WOULD 
BE A GRAVE D/SHONOR 
TO THE CHAMPIONS WHO 
SHALL REPRESENT 
YOU AT DAWN. 
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YOUR CHAMPION 
HAS FALLEN, YASUKI, 
| PREPARATIONS WILL BEGIN 
FOR YOUR SEFFULL 
IMMEDIATELY. 


OF COURSE! 


: HOWEVER, [| WILL | 


TO DO SO WOULD 


DISHONOR NOT ONLY 
THE ADMINISTRATOR 
OF THIS DUEL... 


OF COURSE, 
| MY LORD. | WILL | 
HONOR HIS 


THERE WILL BE NO 
FURTHER DO/SCUSS/OV 
OF THE CRANE’S 
COMMENTS! 


MEMORY OF YOUR 
VALLAN'T CHAMPION 
AS WELL. 


AND | WILL 
TRUST IN MY 
BROTHERS TO ENSURE 
THAT THE CRANE’S WORDS 
ARE REMEMBERED. 








FORGIVE ME 
MY LORD, BUT 
., THERE HAS BEEN 
. AN INCIDENT. 


, 

| THE INTENDED = 

/ WILL SOON COMPLETE ' 

HIS DEATH A4/KU. 1 

' THIS CAN WAIT f 
UNTIL THEN. 


\ 
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YOU SHOULD \- 
COME WITH ME, MY 


LORD. | WILL SHOW 











MY LORD, IF | MAY... 
| NOTICED THAT THIS MAN 
SEEMED QUITE D/STRALIGHT 
AFTER THE DUEL WAS =/ 
CONCLUDED. 


WE KNOW THAT HIS 


NAME IS AVRUMOTO KAICA/; 


MY LORD, BUT THAT IS ALL. NO 
ONE HAS YET SPOKEN TO THE 
DRAGON AMBASSADOR, yt. 


PERHAPS HE HAD 
SOME CONNECTION 


TO THE CPEAD DUELIST | 


THEN. | THINK IT IS TIME 
| SPOKE 1D THE CRAGON 
AMBASSADOR. 


| RECOGNIZE 
THIS MAN FROM 
THE COURT 
YESTERDAY, 
AND AGAIN 
AT THE OCUEL. 














SEPPUKU? ARE 
YOU CERTAINP 
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THERE 
WAS LITTLE 
DOUBT TO BE HAD, 
KITSUAKT-SANG. 


A PITY FOR ONE 
SO YOUNG. | HAVE 
NO IDEA WHAT COULD 
HAVE PROMPTED SUCH 
A REACTION. 


ONE OF MY 
MEN REPORTED 
THAT KAICH!I SEEMED 
UPSET AFTER 
THE DUEL. 
























HMM. NOW THAT YOU 
MENTION IT, | VAGUELY 
RECALL AA/CA/ SPENDING 
SOME TIME WITH THE CRAB 
CONTINGENT DURING HIS 
FREE HOURS. 


A 
’ 














YOU WERE 
CLOSE WITH AA/CA/, 
WERE YOU NOTP WHAT 
DO YOU KNOW OF HIS 
RELATION TO THE CRAB? 
me TELL THE MAGISTRATE. 


KAICHI'S 
ELDER BROTHER 
WAS FOSTERED TO 
THE CRAB, MY LORD. 
HIS NAME WAS 
HACHIMOTO. HE J 
DIED YESTERDAY. / 


IT IS NOT UNCOMMON. 
FOR WHATEVER REASON, 
IT IS DONE MORE FREQUENTLY 
WITH THE CRAB. 


TO THE CRABP ONLY : THE HERO A/DA SOZEN, 


ONE OF A SET OF | FOR INSTANCE, WAS BORN A 


BROTHERS? f 4 DRAGON. A VETERAN COMMANDER 
| = OF THE MIRUMOTO LEGIONS, 
MIRUNMAOTO TAU; WAS 
BORN CRAB. 








| BELIEVE LORD 
GATSU WISHES TO MAINTAIN 
A CLOSE CONNECTION WITH THE 
CRAB, WHO ARE SO DISTANT FROM 
\ OUR LANOS THAT WE MIGHT OTHERWISE 
\. NEVER /NTERACT, SAVE FOR WINTER 
3 COURTS AND THE LIKE. 


ay 


WERE AWARE OF | 
THIS RELATION? 


TO D/SCUSS IT AT LENGTH. 
IT COULD CALL INTO QUESTION [@ 
THE LOYALTIES OF THE 
FOSTERED SAMURAI. 


| ~. ’ 
--IT IS NOT POLITE a 
—— 


THIS 
EXPLAINS WHY 
A CRAB SOLDIER WOULD 
BE TRAINEO IN THE 7W/V/ 
BLADE STYLE, AT 
LEAST. 





FOR LIFE? 
WOULD KA/CH/ 
NOT HAVE SEEN 
THOSE | 


| HIS BROTHER 
WHO ARE FOSTERED OFTEN, THEN? 
ARE FREE TO STUDY THE STYLE 
OF THEIR PARENT CLAN, EVEN 
IF, AS HACAH/MOTO DIO, THEY 
CHOOSE TO REMAIN WITH 
THEIR HOSTS FOR L/FE. 
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BUT YOU °* 

NO. CONTACT WITH SAID THAT HE 

ONE'S FAMILY MIGHT | SPENT SOME TIME 

LOYALTIES. KAICH!] WAS LIKELY CONTINGENT. 
EXCITED TO SEE HIS BROTHER, rs 
BUT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN 
IMPROPER TO SPEND 
ANY AMOUNT OF 
TIME WITH HIM. 
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HIS BROTHER, MY 
LORD. | NEVER SAW 
\ THEM SPEAKING TO 


PERHAPS 
THEN, YOU 
CAN HELP ME 
UNDERSTAND 
THIS? 


“SHADOWS CLOUD 
Af MIND, DAMALATION 
/S FOREVER” 





/ MOIN MY 
BROTHER” WHAT 
DOES THIS MEAN, 

MAGISTRATE? 
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NOTHING, 

I'M AFRAID. IT WAS 
NOT SOMETHING | EVER 
RECALL DISCUSSING 
WITH YOUNG 


HE WAS ONLY 
APPOINTED AS PART 
OF MY ENTOURAGE THE 
WEEK BEFORE WE LEFT 
THE MOUNTAINS. 
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| WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST 
TRAVEL PAPERS FOR YOUR 
HOMELAND. | FEEL THERE IS 
MORE HERE THAN CAN EASILY 
BE DETERMINED. | WISH TO 
KNOW MORE. 


NATURALLY, A 
MEMBER OF THE SEPPUN 
FAMILY DOES NOT REQUIRE 
DRAGON TRAVEL 





SSP bee tes 








SENSE/, | DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND. WOULD 
THOSE THINGS NOT HAVE 
OCCURRED WITHOUT 
KISADA'S DEATH? 


WAS THIS PART OF SOME 
MACHINATION ON THE PART OF 
KAZUNORIP 
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POSSIBLY. 

CERTAINLY HIS DEATH 
EXACERBATED AN ALREADY 
DIFFICULT SITUATION. WHO CAN 
SAY WHAT THE OUTCOME 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
OTHERWISE? 


PERHAPS, 


LET US CONTINUE THE 
STORY AND SEE 





GREETINGS, 


WELCOME 
TO SAVWRO ATTSUA7, 


WORD OF YOUR “We 
IMPENDING ARRIVAL 
CAME DOWN FROM 


TOGASHI! SATSU-S4144, 
MY LORD. WE WERE 


READY FOR YOUR 
ARRIVAL. 


, SATSU-SAMA, 
YOU SAY. 
INTERESTING. 
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TASHIME. THE A/7SUK7 
ARE HONORED TO HOST 
SUCH A PRESTIGIOUS 
GUEST. 


| AM GRATEFUL x 
FOR YOUR HOSPITALITY, 
IWEKO-GAAE. | KNOW THAT 
THE TIME OF A FAMILY 
DAIMYO IS A PRECIOUS 
COMMODITY. 
AS A FORMER 
MAGISTRATE, | HAVE 
NOTHING BUT RESPECT 
FOR THE WORK YOU DO, 
TASHIME-SAN. 


EVEN WERE YOU 


| HAVE A MATTER 
| MUST DISCUSS 
WITH YOU. | FEAR IT 
IS NOT PLEASANT, 
BUT | CANNOT TARRY. 
| MUST ACT 
SWIFTLY. 


NOT A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE IMPERIAL FAMILIES, 


OF COURSE. 
HOW CAN | ASSIST 
YOU, MAGISTRATEP 4 


THIS IS 
INFORMATION THAT 
PERHAPS SHOULD BE 
SHARED PRIVATELY, 
MY LADY. 


| TRUST ALL 
WHO SERVE MY 
FAMILY, MY FRIEND. 





a lUicelaliatom (@) cols) 784122) 
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| AGASHA KYOSO, 
MASTER? AN ANCESTOR 
OF THE DEAD MAN? 
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VERY GOOD, LITTLE 
ONE. SAMURA! FAMILIES OFTEN 


1 INTERMARRY, AND BEFORE THE 4G4SA44 


DEFECTED TO JOIN THE PHOENDXY CLAN, 
MANY OF THEIR LINE FOUND THEIR 
WAY INTO THE OTHER DRAGON 
FAMILIES. 























YOUR ATTENDANTS 
SEEM UNACCUSTOMED 
TO BEING DISMISSED 
OUT OF HAND. 


MY LADY, | 
WOULD NEVER 00 
SUCH A THING. | DID WISH 
TO SPEAK WITH YOU 
PRIVATELY, HOWEVER. 


WHAT IS... 
IS THIS A DEATH 


| WILL CALL 
YOU AGAIN WHEN 
| NEED YOU. 


TASHIME-S4WV, 


| HAVE NOTHING BUT 


RESPECT FOR YOUR 
SERVICES TO THE 
EMPIRE. 


BUT IF YOU NY 
HAVE COME TO THROW 
MY CLAN'S GREATEST SA/AME 


IN MY FACE, WE HAVE NOTHING 
PURTHER TO SAY TO 
ONE ANOTHER. 


? | FEAR THAT 
SOMETHING 7ERR/BLE MAY 
BE HAPPENING, ANDO THAT THE 
ORAGON WILL BE THE ONES 
TO BEAR THE BLAME 
IF IT SPREADS. 











| OO NOT 
KNOW. IT WAS 
FOUND) FOLLOWING 
AN INEXPLICABLE 
SEPPUKU AT THE 
YASUK! COURT. | 
THOUGHT AT FIRST 
PERHAPS IT WAS 
SIMPLY MIRUMOTO 
KAICHI"S SORROW 
OVER HIS 
BROTHER'S 


WHY 
THEN WOULD 
| HE DO SUCH A 
THING, IF NOT 
GRIEF? 


Jeremy Hutchins (Order #15784122) 


| CONSULTED THE MIvA 
GENEALOGICAL LIBRARY AND 
hl CONFIRMED MY FINDINGS IN YOUR ' 
LIBRARY AS WELL. KAICHI AND HIS 
BROTHER WERE DISTANT 
DESCENDANTS 
OF AGASHA AXYOSO. 


WHAT Is THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT SUCH 
A CONNECTION COULD 
BE EXPLOITED BY THE 











ARE YOU 
ASKING ME IF 
IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT AYOSO ACO 
OM COULD EXERT | CO NOT KNOW 
INFLUENCE OVER IF SUCH A THING IS 
THOSE WHO POSSBLE. IT iS TOO 
SHARE HER TERRIBLE TO EVEN 
BLOODLINE? IMAGINE. 





THEN IT IS TO THE 
PHOENIX LANOS | MUST GO, 
MY LADY. | THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR TIME. 
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ARE THEY NOT THE 


GREATEST MASTERS | 


OF MAGIC IN THE 
EMPIRE>P 


PERHAPS HE DID 
NOT WISH TO SUGGEST TO 
THE CRAB WHAT WAS TAKING 
PLACE BEFORE HE WAS 
CERTAINP THEY ARE PRONE 
TO OVERREACTION. 
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VERY 
GOOO. AND THUS 
IT WAS THAT TASHIME 
CAME TO THE IMPERIAL 
CiTy, SEEKING THE 
SO-CALLED WISDOM 
OF THE PHOENIX 
CLAN 


GREETINGS, SEPPUN 
TASHIME-G4A44. WE ARE 
DELIGHTED TO RAVE SUCH 

AN AUGUST VISITOR. 





WAS TRAVELING 
AS RAPIOLY 
AS POSSIBLE. 





4 avid 
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IF YOU ARE OFFERED 
ANY INSULT AS A RESULT, 
MY LORD, BUT IN THIS 
CASE, IT WAS INDEED 


FORTUNATE, 
YOU SAYP | DO NOT 
WISH TO BE RUDE, 
BUT | AM CURIOUS 
AS TO HOW. 


MY LORD, IF ‘ 
NOT FOR THE ANTICIPATION 
OF YOUR VISIT, MASTER 
BAIRE!S4Ad4 WOULD HAVE 
DEPARTED THE CITY 
YESTERDAY. 


THEN YOU ARE \ 
CORRECT, IT IS FORTUNATE. 
YOU HAVE BOTH MY THANKS 

AND MY APOLOGIES. WILL 
MASTER BAIRE! BE AVAILABLE / 
TODAY? | 
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— INTERESTING. 
| WILL WEAR —<& YOU ARE A CREDIT 
IT WHEN | HAVE f TO YOUR FAMILY, 
DISTINGUISHED MYSELF || 
ANO BROUGHT HONOR 
TO IT, MY LORD. 
NOT BEFORE. 








Jefemy Hutchins (Order #157841 22) 








eee 
| ae an a? Y \|KNOWTHIS ‘ 
WE Ron fee ee 2 — CHAMBER. THIS IS | 
ARE HERE, 7 = Fm lI - | WO7 AN AUDIENCE 





MY | oD. 
BAIRE!-S4Ad4 
CHOSE TO 
AWAIT YOU IN 
THE LIBRARY, 
AS IS HIS 
CUSTOM. 








| | GROW 
WEARY OF LIBRARIES 
1 ON THIS JOURNEY; 
| THINK. . 
| MOST CERTAINLY } 
| WEALY ia 










_ weave 
’ 
L gate, yt at bbe 
viwan! ayy? ath 
| bee 4 4 
} ” é F 


be 


iy of \ “wy 







é mt | 
I ue? , 
- if J tT. 


i eit pon 






a 
q 


ie ee abe’ 
7 5 ’ a 
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Tf 














ve 
iz 
. { 
S yj 
5% 
40: 
rT 


- 


MEAL ALREADY: 


IT 
MIO-OAY 


_ 
— 
— 


YES? | 
TIME F 








OW, OF 
COURSE. 


RGIVE 

, | SOMETIMES 
CK OF 

TIME. YOU ARE 


SEPPUN TASHIME, 
THE MAGISTRATE, 
yesP 


PLEASE F 
ME 
LOSE 








| BECAME THE MASTER 
OF WATER, | WAS BUT A 
S/MPLE SCRIBE AND 


NOW, | AM CURIOUS 
AS TO WHY ONE OF THE 
EMPIRE'S FINEST MAGISTRATES 
MIGHT REQUIRE MY ASSISTANCE. 
HOW CAN | HELP YOoUP 


PLEASE, LET 
US DISPENSE WITH 
FORMALITIES. 





i 


| REQUIRE KNOWLEDGE OF 
A RATHER... SEAS/7/VE NATURE. 
THE MANNER OF THINGS THAT 
MOST HONORABLE MEN 





BUT YOU THINK 
THAT IT IS SOMETHING | 
MIGHT KNOW? | DO NOT KNOW 


| MEAN NO CISRESPECT 
MASTER BAIRE!. THE NORMAL | 
: AVENUES | MIGHT PURSUE FOR THIS 
| SHOULD Bf A_ATTERED NFORMATION ARE CLOSED, AND TT 
‘ Is SAID THAT YOU ARE THE MOST 
- LEARNED MAN IN THE 
EMPIRE. 





4 __ 
WELL, | CO NOT 
KNOW WHO MIGHT SAY 
SUCH A THING, BUT SURELY | 
| OWE THEM A BOTTLE OF FRIENOLY 
‘ TRAVELER SAKE FOR THEIR 





Jeremy Hutchins (Order #157841 22) 





YOU ARE A 
CONTEMPORARY OF 
SEPPUN KATSURA, 

ARE YOU NOT? 


FOR MEN SUCH AS 
YOURSELVES, FOR MAGISTRATES 
OF SUCH D/STINC TION WHO HANE 
DONE SO MUCH FOR THE EMPIRE, | THINK 
THERE IS NOTHING YOU CAN ASK 
THAT WILL OFFER INSULT. 
PLEASE, CONTINUE 


WHAT DO YOU 
KNOW OF THE OA/ 
LORDS, MASTER [Te 

BAIREIP (S. 





TOO MUCH 
THERE ARE FOES 


AGAINST WHOM 


AND OF 


Tc. r 
— >" & 
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| AGREE, MY 
7 LORD. | HAVE AVOIDED 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH 
THINGS IN THE PAST. | 
CHOOSE TO TRUST THE 
CRAB CLAN TO PROTECT / 
USAGAINSTSUCH /f 
EVIL. 


AND YET THE OA/ 
—_ LORD'S CID NOT COME FROM 
me THE SHADOWLANDS, DIO THEY? 
ms THEY CAME FROM WITHIN THE / 
EMPIRE ITSELF fi 


INDEED 
THEY Ci?’ 
MAGISTRATE. 


INDEED THEY 
: DID. | 








CONSUMED BY THE ON, 
THEIR SOULS ARE £057, 
CORRECT? 


THAT IS OUR 
UNDERSTANDING, YES. WE STILL 
KNOW VERY LITTLE ABOUT IT, TO BE 
TRUTHFUL. WE ARE FORTUNATE 
THAT IT HAS HAPPENED ONLY 
SIX TIMES. 


THERE ARE FOUR 

THAT ARE COMMONLY 
ACCEPTED, YES. THE CRAB 
INSIST THAT THERE ARE TWO 
OTHERS, YAKAMO NO ON 
ANDO THE MAW, AND SOME 

BELIEVE OXURA NO ON/ 
SHOULD BE COUNTED 
AS WELL. 














| BUT WE HAVE 
THE ENDS DO ' GOTTEN OFF TOPIC. 
NOT WASH AWAY IT IS A WEAKNESS 
THE MEANS, | AM OF MINE, | FEAR. WHY 
AFRAID. ALTHOUGH | DO YOU ASK ABOUT 
WOULD BE HESITANT me THE ONI LORDS, 
TO SAY THAT IN FRONT TASHIME-SAN> 
OF ANY MEMBER OF . 
THE LION CLAN! 


| KNOW THAT THE : | . 
FAMILIES OF THOSE | IS IT POSSIBLE THAT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR SUCH THOSE WITH A DIRECT BLOCO 
HEINOUS CRIMES ARE lt LINK TO THE SOUL CONSUMED 
OFTEN PUT TO DEATH, BUT Aa ? BY AN OM, COULD BE INFLUENCED 
SOME SURVIVE. . . OR EVEN CONTROLLED BY 


YOUR QUESTION 
MAKES ME VERY 
UNCOMFORTABLE, 
MY FRIEND. WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED? 








FORGIVE ME, 
MASTER BAIREIL, BUT | 
AM NOT AT LIBERTY TO 
DISCUSS THAT. 


NO, NEVER MIND. 
| SHOULD HAVE KNOWN. 
YES, | WORRY OVER XYOSO 
AO OM. IS MY FEAR FOUNDED 
IN FACT OR FANCYP 
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THIS 
PAPER CAME 
FROM THE SOUTHERN 
CRANE LANDS, BUT THE 
SCRIPT WAS WRITTEN 
BY A DRAGON. IS IT 
KYOSO AO OAV 
THAT CONCERNS 
YOUP 


| DO NOT 
KNOW, | AM AFRAID 
THERE IS TOO LITTLE 
NFORMATION AVAILABLE 
ON SUCH THINGS. THE 
CRAB, OF COURSE 
MIGHT KNOW 


f | ASSUME IF THEY WERE 
a TS AVAILABLE, HOWEVER, YOU WOULD 
NOT HAVE COME TO ME. THIS 


LEAVES US AT AN IMPASSE, 
| FEAR, 





RS eS 


= 


a 





- ood ete  f\ealae tte] EVOAIDS 
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IT IS NOT THAT | WILL 
MOT, MY FRIEND, BUT THAT | 
CANNOT. | 00 NOT KNOW 
ENOUGH ON THIS SUBJECT. 

AT LEAST NOT ‘YET. 


ONCE AND FOR 


ALL? YOU CANNOT — 


BE SERIOUS. THIS 
CREATURE HAS 
PLAGUED? 

THE EMPIRE FOR 

. CENTURIES. 


NO, | AGREE. THE 
QUESTION IS, WHAT AM 
| TO DO WHILE THE PHOENIX 
CONDUCT MY AFFAIRS 
FOR MEP 





/ AS | SEE IT 
7 ESTEEMED MAGISTRATE, 
THERE ARE SEVERAL 
MATTERS WHICH REQUIRE 


ALL THE 
MORE REASON TO 
STOP IT. DO YOu 
DISAGREE? 


IT IS NOT : 
MY INTENT TO 
UNDERMINE YOUR 
EFFORTS, 
TASHIME-S4'V. 
| ONLY WISH TO 
HELP. 





Woe yD art 


i mk: eae “orgy 


? 





| TH 
THAT MAKES ANOTHER AVENUE 
THE IDEA OF WAITING YOU COULD PURSUE 
FOR DAYS OR WEEKS BUT THE PROBABILITY 
ON END NO LESS OF ANYTHING 
DISAGREEABLE USEFUL COMING 
FROM IT Is 
QUITE LOW 


ARE YOU FAMILIAR 
WITH THE SOOAV-SENZO 
OF THE KITSU FAMILY? 


ANYTHING IS 
PREFERABLE TO 
WAITING 
POINTLESSLY. 
WHAT Is YOUR 
THOUGHT? 


| KNOW THE TERM, 

BUT | HAVE NEVER BEEN 
CERTAIN OF THEIR FUNCTION, 
SAVE FOR SOME BROAD 
RUMORS. 


THE SOOAN-SENZO, 
MOST RUMORS ARE 
ACTUALLY TRUE. 








| ASSUMED THAT 


WAS MERELY AYPEPBOLE. 
SO THEN THEIR ABILITY TO 
SPEAK WITH THEIR 
ANCESTORS? 





COULD THEY 
SPEAK WITH THE SPIRIT 
OF 4/04 A7SAD4? 








THAT IS UNL/KELY. 

AS BEST WE UNDERSTAND IT, 
UPON HIS DEATH, KISADA WOULD 
HAVE RETURNED TO HIS POSITION 

AS FORTUNE OF PERSISTENCE. 


FORTUNES CAN 
ONLY BE SPOKEN TO 
VIA PRAYER, AND THEN 
THEY RARELY 
ANSWER. 


| THOUGHT 
THAT THE TESTIMONY 
OF SPIRITS WAS NOT 
ACCEPTABLE BY 
LAW? 


| SUPPOSE KNOWING 
WHO IS GUILTY MAKES IT 
EASIER TO FIND TESTIMONY 
CORROBORATING IT. 


THAT SOUNDS 
LIKE A SUGGESTION OF 
IMPROPRIETY. 


AMC WINA iene (@Ocleig 734/22 


THAT IS TRUE, BUT 
IF HE COULD TELL ME WHO 
HIS MURDERER WAS | WOULD 
BE FARTHER ALONG THAN | AM 
NOW. | WOULD KNOW IF IT 
WAS KAICHI, INFLUENCED 
BY KYOSO. 











NEVER. NOT A 
MAN LIKE YOURSELF. | 
KNOW BETTER THAN TO 
EVEN ENTERTAIN SUCH 

A THOUGHT. 


VERY WELL. | DO 
NOT BELIEVE, MASTER BAIRE!, 
THAT YOU HAVE A DECEITFUL BONE 
IN YOUR BODY. PARDON MY 
DEFENSIVE NATURE. 


A NECESSARY 

EVIL FOR ONE 

SUCH AS YOU, 
MY FRIEND. 





| KNOW A WOMAN 
WHO CAN CERTAINLY HELP 
‘THEN? fr le. US, BUT UNFORTUNATELY SHE IS 
Sinise CURRENTLY IN HARM'S WAY 
AS YOU SAY, AN UNLIKELY NEAR THE LION-UNICORN | HAVE NEVER MET 
CHOICE, BUT BETTER THAN WAR. A LION WHO WAS NOT 
DOING NOTHING WHILE IN HARM'S WAY. WHAT IS 
YOU TRY TO FIND THIS WOMAN'S NAMEP 
THE ANSWER. 


SO, THE KITSU 
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SHE IS YOUNG, 
BUT MAKE NO 
MISTAKE... IF 

ANYONE CAN HELP 


YOU SEARCH 
FOR THE SPIRITS THIS |S A FORWARD 


ENCAMPMENT NEAR AYLIDENV 
i= ye IKOMA. IT IS WELL BEHINO THE 
LINES, BUT THERE WILL BE 
REGULAR SKIRMISHES 
WITH UNICORN SCOUTS, 
| IMAGINE. 


EVEN THE MOST 





BLOODTHIRSTY SOLUIER 
WOULD NEVER DARE ATTACK 
ONE OF IMPERIAL BLOOD. YOU 
WILL NOT BE IMPEVED 


| HAVE SEEN 
THREE EMPERORS AND 
AN EMPRESS OIE IN MY LIFETIME, 
MASTER BAIRE!. | TAKE LITTLE 
FOR GRANTED. 


| WILL LEAVE A 
LETTER OF SPONSORSHIP 
FOR YOU TO HAVE FULL ACCESS 
TO ALL RECORDS AND LIBRARIES. 
| WILL LEAVE IN THE 
MORNING. 











HOUL? 


TRY TO 
HAVE SOMETHING 
2 MORE THAN 


BLE SY THE TIME 
A WEEK OR SO 


PLEASE, 
us 
| RETURN. | 
BE 


HIME —SAA 14 


TAS 


g 
: 
=R 
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| HAVE 
NEVER BEEN 
ONE TO ALLOW 
ANOTHER CLAN 
TO STANO 
IN THE WAY 
OF MY 
AND HOW DID DUTIES. 
YOU GET IN HERE 
WITHOUT A GUARD, 
SHAIKO-S4V? THIS 
CORRIDOR Is 
RESTRICTED. 


MY LADY 
IWEKO-S4A04 
INSTRUCTED ME TO OFFER 
WHATEVER ASSISTANCE 


Nae 1 
Eanep “42a eee807~eeeen 
spot ‘ERSS GRE, Sans 


O00 THAT SHE DID == 


THE TIME. 


NOT MENTION IT AT i Rola \ oy ey ee 


SSee 


SHE ANEW 
THAT YOU 
WOULD 
REFUSE, AND IN 
ANY EVENT | 
WAS ABSENT 


YOU MUST BE 
A VALUABLE VASSAL 
INDEED IF SHE WAITED 
FOR YOUR RETURN. 


IT WOULD NOT 
BE MY PLACE TO JUDGE 
MY VALUE, MY LORD. | WILL 
SIMPLY SAY THAT | HAVE 
BEEN BLESSED 
WITH THE GIFT OF 
VERSATILITY 
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THAT IS 
| WOULD 


FORTUNATE 
HATE TO HAVE HAD 
YOU DETA/INED. 














THEN. 


es 
- 
= 


_ 
— 
— 


| WILL MOVE 
ON TO MY OTHER 


BU 


SINE 
S 


YOu 


- 
- 
— 


DREAD 
SOMEWHAT. 


MY LORD. 


- 
_ 
a 


FAMILIAR WITH 
TH 


YES, 
NEAR KYUVEN IKOMA, 
TUALLY. AR 


a 
— 


A 


-~ 
- 


LANDS. 


THE LION 


| HAVE NEVER 
ENJOYE 


ERHAPS | 


TT! " 
ie 


A BIT... 


HARSH. 
ME, HA’ 


WA 
VER 8 


STATE? 


s' 
< 
Z 
Zz 


a 
° 
O 
2 
w 
C 
() 
te 


-- 
— 
— 

UI 


w 
_ 
+ Ui 
a7 
n 


Serr" 


*\ 
_ 
_— 








Tn 
Tre 
a ell 


THANK YOU 
TASHIME-S4A44 
| AM OEEPLY 
HONORED. | WILL 
FERVENTLY 
HOPE THAT 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
AS YOU 
WELL, THEN. SAY, PERM 


YOU ARE INVITED 
TOMORROW. PERHAPS 
WE CAN DISCUSS IT 
FURTHER THEN, IF 
CIRCUMSTANCES 

PERNT. 


= — 


1 1 CoCo 
TTT 
yt 


B.. 
TUL 


Oe i 
1 rd 


— 


~~“ 











(oO x = 


PACT i 
TASHIME-SG4A44 
| FEAR | WILL 
BE UNABLE TO 
patsy THE a 
| WILL BE 

LEA nn NG FOR THE 
LION LANDS 
IMMEDIATELY. 


HAVE NO YOU, 


MY Lt RD, WOULD IT BE PERMISSIBLE 


FOR ME TO FOLLOW YOUrP | WOULD 
FPEFL MUCH SAFER 


WHATEVER 


ARE YOU DOING 


HERE AT THIS 
RP DID YOU 

COME TO SEE 
ME OFFr 


WOULD NOT 


IT SEEMS |, TOO, 
MUST LEAVE IMMEDIATELY. | 
SUPPOSE CIRCUMSTANCES 


WAVE PERMITTED Us 
iScuss E MATTER 
OVER TEA. 


TO Ole 


| WON THE 
Hor Ae ANSHIP 
CONTEST AT THE T — 
CHAMPIONSHIP, } ha 
LORD. YOU HAVE 
NOTHING TO 














WOULD NOT 
HAVE THOUGHT SEPPUN 


TASHIME WOULD BE 
THE SORT TO LIE 


THEY WOULD Dis 
HE IF CIRCUMSTANC 
DECE/VED CPERVMITTED 
THE ORAGON 
HE TOLO 


= 
— 


HER 
HE WOULD 
MEET HER 


FOR TEA 


Rm SO HE THOUGHT 
SHE WAS CANNIER 
MAGINED, AND AS A 

STUCK WITH HER F 





THAN HE 
oc 
RE 


SULT WAS 


THE TIME BEING 
WHICH WOULD BE FORTUNA 


_ 


OR 


. — 

- 

c = 
on eee aree 

rFOUK HIM Corr /KeE 


HIS TALE 
WAS FINISHED! 





WHAT CO YOU 
“KINO | OF TRE 
Le ION-UNICORN 





























| INDEED 
YOU Do, CHILO. 
INDEED YOU 





W 
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WHAT DID THEY 
SAY, TASHIME-S4A44P 


| SUPPOSE 
THERE IS NO POINT 
IN ME INSTRUCTING 
YOU TO REMAIN 
HERE. 





INEKO |S PART OF THE 
COMMAND GROUP OF AKODO 
TSLOOK EN, WHOSE FORCES ARE 
STATIONED ABOUT FIVE MILES 
WEST OF HERE. 


sO | ASSUMED. 
BE ON YOUR GUARD, 
HOWEVER. 





TSUDOKEN'S COMMAND 
IS A FRONT LINE OF SORTS. 
THE UNICORN ARE ATTEMPTING 
yy. TO CUT OFF THE MAIN ARMY 
. LL FROM ITS SUPPLIES, AND IT 


ying aisha d's . Mh teas 
> ‘ ‘ ‘ c 


DOUBTLESS WE 
WERE SLAIN BY 
BANDITS, WHOM OUR 
ATTACKERS THEN 
BRAVELY OROVE OFF 
UNLESS THEY 
JUST HAVE US BURIED 
SOMEWHERE IN AN 
UNMARKED GRAVE. 
WHATEVER 'S MORE 
CONVENIENT. 


THEY SEE WILL ¥ 
BE ASSUMED 
TO BE AN ALLY 
OF THE 
LION. 


| FIND IT 
DIFFICULT TO 
IMAGINE ANYONE 
WOULD CONSIDER 
ATTACKING A MAN 
BEARING THE 





HAS BEEN EXPERIENCING 
FREQUENT ATTACKS. 


WHAT FOOLS 
WAR MAKES 
OF MEN. 
| HAVE SEEN 
IT MANY 
TIMES. 





Y HALTINTHE Wee | AM SEPPUN TASHIME, 

WT NAME OF THE LION! ‘ey PP OF THE SEPPUN MAGISTRATES. 
STATE YOUR =i An. | HAVE NEED TO SPEAK WITH 
BUSINESS. by ay a Ay  - YOUR COMMANDER. 


/ YOU WOULD DO WELL 
TO MINO YOUR TONGUE, MATSU! 
ss Big n iy ae | TASHIME-SAMA IS THE A4741007TO 
MAGISTRATED UNLIKELY. | OF SEPPUN KATSURA HIMSELF! 
WHERE ARE YOUR 4 : , YOUR INGOLENCE WILL 
PAPERSF : | 7 SHAME YOUR CLAN/ 
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SHE IS WITH 
ME. THAT IS ALL 
7 SENTRY. ; 
NOT, BUT | WILL 
CERTAINLY... 


DO YOU HAVE 
SEPPUN PAPERS AS WELL, 
DRAGONP IF YOU DO NOT, 

THEN PERHAPS WE CAN 
DISCUSS MY 
“INGOLENCE.” 


IF IT TROUBLES YOU 
GREATLY, GUARDSMAN 
THEN | CAN CERTAINLY SPEAK 
TO THE GENERAL ABOUT THE 
WOULD NOT MIND HAVING 

SUCH TRIAL MATTERS 
DISTRACTING HIM FROM 
YOUR CLAN'S WAR 
AGAINST THE UNICORN 


LORD. AS YOU SAY. 
STILL, FOR HER TO BE 
ABSENT FROM YOUR 
PAPERS IS MOST 
UNUSUAL. _ 


MY LORD. IF YOU WILL 
FOLLOW ME, | WILL BE HAPPY 
TO ESCORT YOU TO AN 
EMPTY TENT THAT YOU 
MIGHT REST FOR A MOMENT 
WHILE THE GENERAL IS 
INFORMED OF YOUR 
PRESENCE 


MY APOLOGIES, 
SEPPUN-SAMA. THERE IS 
NO NEEO TO CONCERN 
YOURSELF WITH IT. 


























| THOUGHT THEY 
WOULD TAKE YOU TO THE 
GENERAL IMMEDIATELY. A MAN 
OF YOUR STATION... IT 
SEEMS STRANGE. 








EFRESHING. Le 





UNFORTUNATELY FOR TASHIME, HIS 
CANNY ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION WAS | 
TRUE, ALTHOUGH NOT IN THE MANNER 

HE HAD IMAGINED... 








Jeremy Hutchige 


WHAT (OO YOU 
IMAGINE HAS CHANGED 


FROM OUR CONVERSATION 


YESTERDAY? 


Y AN /MPERIAL, 
YOU SAYP ARE YOU 
CERTAINP 


| COULD MAKE OUT 
THE CHRYSANTHEMUM MON 
BUT NOT HIS FAMILY MON 
WHETHER HE IS OF IMPERIAL 
BIRTH OR NOT, HE IS AN 
EMISSARY OF THE 


OPPORTUNITY 
ABOUNDS. HOW 
FORTUNATE FOR US 
THAT WE ARE 
STRONG ENOUGH 


y ONE NEVER KNOWS 
WITH YOU LOT, NOW DOES 
ONE? IT ISN’T AS IF YOU'RE 

VERY FORTHCOMING 

















“YOU ARE Less WITLESS 
THAN | IMAGINED, 


THE COMMANDER IS 
PREPARED TO LAUNCH THE 
|" ATTACK. THOSE OF US WHO KNOW 
\ OF YOUR ASSISTANCE ARE HOPING 
YOU CAN AID Us. 


YOUR COMMANDER 
REMAINS /GNORANT OF J 
OUR ROLE? 


Dai 5 He DOES, BUT WE CAN 
7 ARRANGE TO HAVE SYMPATHETIC 
TROOPS POSITIONED WHEREVER - 


WE HAVE TO MAKE 
THEM PULL BACK. WE WILL 
BURN KYUDEN /KOMA 
pO DOWN IF We MUST! 


DO NOT BEA 
F FOOL! YOU HAVE NEITHER THE 
; TROOPS NOR THE PROWESS FOR A 
THE LION ARMIES ARE SIEGE. YOU WOULD ALL BE CEAD 
ALMOST TO SH/RO MOTO! Wwe | BEFORE WORD EVER REACHED 
HAVE TO DO SOMETHING! WE NEED TO I THE FRONT LINES. 
CRIPPLE THEIR SUPPLY LINE, DEVASTATE , 
THEIR RESERVES, AAY THING! 








BE CAREFUL, 
LITTLE SCOUT. DO 
NOT MAKE A FATAL 

MISTAKE. 


YOU ARE SUPPOSED TO 
BE OUR ALL/ES; AND YET 
WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?P 


| THINK | 
KNOW A WAY WE 
CAN ALé GET WHAT 


A HIGH-RANKING IMPERIAL 
VISITING THE LION CAMP. IF 
YOUR ATTACK IS SOON... 


STILL BE IN THE CAMP. His 
DEATH WOULD BE A GREAT SHAME 
TO THE ENTIRE CLAN. IF THE LION 
COULON'T PROTECT HIM, THEN 
THEY WILL LOSE FACE BEFORE 
THE EMPIRE. 
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AND 
THE UNICORN 
WILL BE BLAMED FOR 
HIS DEATH? THAT Is 
NO HELP. 














YOU HAVE A FEW 
RONIN IN YOUR EMPLOY; 
DO YOU NOT? TO SHORE 
UP THE RANKS, SO 
TO SPEAK? 


WE CANNOT WIN 
YOUR WAR FOR YOU. PO WHAT 
YOU WILL WITH OUR ASSISTANCE, 
IF THIS DOES NOT PLEASE 
YOu. 


NO, NO, THE 


{ OTHERS WILL AGREE, 
THIS IS OUR BEST 
CHANCE. 


Jeremy Hutchins (O A 15784122) 


We CEAL WITH 
THE IMPERIAL ANDO 
BLAME A ROAM. PERHAPS 
LEAVE HIS BODY WITH THE 
IMPERIALP THE LION ARE 
UNICORN MINIMIZE 
THE DAMAGE. 

















YES, AND MOVE 
THE FIFTH AND SEVENTH 
™ SQUADRONS UP IN THE 
| TRAINING ROTATION. THEIR 
LAST DISPLAY WAS 
INADEQUATE. 


GREETINGS, : THE RIDE FROM THE 
TASHIME-G4M44, WY CAPITAL WAS A LONG ONE, 
SHAIKO-GAN. PLEASE | GENERAL, SO DESPITE THE 
ACCEPT MY APOLOGY | URGENCY OF OUR MISSION, A 
FOR THE DELAY. FEW HOURS! REST WAS 
MOST WELCOME. 


IN THAT EVENT, IT WAS MY 
PLEASURE. | WOULD APOLOGIZE 
FOR THE LACK OF AMENITIES, BUT | 
HAVE NO COUBT YOU ARE BOTH 
ACCUSTOMED TO SUCH 


THINGS 








se 1 “« c 
VERY WELL, THEN. 

ENOUGH PLEASANTRIES, YES? 
SOME MONTHS AGO, TASHIME-S4A-44, 
A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE O7TOAIO 
CAME TO SEE ME. 


“x & ‘afi 


WAS TO ATTEMPT 
TO STEM THE WAR. | 
CO NOT KNOW WHY. 
REGARDLESS, HE LEFT 
DISAPPOINTED. | HOPE 
YOU ARE NOT HERE 
TO ASSUME HIS 


| AM A 
MAGISTRATE, 
NOT TAKE AN INTEREST 
IN WARS UNLESS 
LAWS ARE 
BROKEN. 
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AN AUDIENCE 
WITH ONE OF YOUR 
COMMAND STAFF. 

. AITSE! INE. 


IN THAT CASE, . 
WHATEVER | CAN OFFER 
YOU IS YOURS. WHAT DO , 
YOU REQUIRE? 














OF COURSE. 
YOUR REACTION !S MOST 
CURIOUS, HOWEVER. 


INEKO HAS SERVED MY 
COMMAND STAFF FOR TWO MONTHS, 
AND IN THAT TIME | HAVE NOT HEARD HER 
SPEAK UNLESS ASKED A QUESTION. | 
SUPPOSE | AM SURPRISED ANYONE 
OF YOUR STATION KNOWS 
OF HER. 


| FIND IT COD 
THAT A COMMANDER WOULD 
BE SO... UNAWARE OF HIS 
PEOPLE'S HISTORIES. 


SOLD/ER. THAT IS ALL 
| NEED TO KNOW. 
ARE YOU NOT 


FAMILIAR WITH HER 
BACKGROUND? 


| HAVE THE 
INFORMATION | REQUIRE. 








INEKO-S4/V STUDIED WITH 
THE ELEMENTAL MASTERS OF THE 
PHOENIX. LATER SHE WAS INDUCTED INTO 
THE KITSU SPIRIT LEGION AT THE TEMPLE 
AT BISHAMON SEIDO BEFORE BEING 
ASSIGNED TO THIS COMMAND, 


MORE IMPRESSIVE THAN | N 
WOULD HAVE IMAGINED, BUT YOU 
SEE My POINT. | CONCERN MYSELF WITH 
THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS 


ENSURES THAT | CAN INSTANTLY’ 
HAVE WHATEVER INFORMATION 
MIGHT BE NECESSARY, INCLUDING 
INFORMATION ON ALL M’y’ 
OFFICERS AND STAFF 


FAR BE IT FOR ME TO 
F QUESTION THE METHOOS OF 
THE LION MILITARY. IF | MAY, THEN, = — 
RYUDO, WHERE WOULD | —_ / WHAT IS 
FIND INEKO? 7 THIS IN REGARDS 
) iQ . Tor 3 


THERE IS A SMALL 
ANCESTRAL SHRINE NEAR 
THE CAMP’S SOUTHERN 
BORDER. | WILL ESCORT 

YOu, IF YOU WISH. é 








| WILL NOT ALLOW 
ONE OF MY OFFICERS TO 
BE QUESTIONED OVER A 
CRIME WITHOUT BEING 
PRESENT. 


BY ALL MEANS 
THEN. RYUDO WILL 
ASSIST YOU HOWEVER 
POSSIBLE. 


AN INVESTIGATION 
OF THE HIGHEST PRIORITY, 
GENERAL. | AM NOT AT LIBERTY 
TO DISCUSS THE MATTER 
FURTHER THAN THAT. 


NOTHING OF THE 
SORT. | HOPE TO ENLIST 
INEKO’S AIO IN SEEKING 
INFORMATION. SHE |S IN 

NO WAY IMPLICATED IN 
ANY WRONGDOING 








4 
; MY LORD’, WHILE — 
| YOU CONFER WITH INEKO, } YOU DO 
| WILL STAND GUARD. A) NOT WISH TO 
ACCOMPANY 
' MEP 


THANK YOU, *‘ 

| 7 pn FF. SHAIKO. 

THAT IS NOT ~ ae Be PERHAPS | 
MY PLACE, MY " ge, WAS WRONG 
LORD. | AM MERELY ‘| z a NOT TO HAVE 
TO ASSIST YOU __ — i. CONSIDERED 
HOWEVER POSSIBLE. f » YOUR SERVICE 

\. | HAVE NO WISH To - \ INITIALLY. 

) INTERFERE, : — : 


j CERTAINLY; 
MY LORD, BUT NO \ 
| HARM WAS DONE, 
FORTUNATELY. 


INEKO-SAN 
IS WITHIN. GOOD 
FORTUNES WITH 
YOUR INVESTIGATION, | 
TASHIME-SAMA. 
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DOES 
TSUDOKEN-S41A44 
REQUIRE MY 
ASSISTANCE? 


NOT AT THE 
MOMENT, INEKO-SAN. ¢ 
FORGIVE MY INTRUSION, 
BUT IT IS | WHO NEED 
ASSISTANCE 


| AM SEPPUN 
TASHIME, IMPERIAL 
MAGISTRATE. | REQUIRE 
YOUR ASSISTANCE SPEAKING 
TO A SPIRIT THAT HAS 
PASSED ON 





LE 
¥ 


e 

ME GATHER A FEW ITED 

| WILL REQUIRE AND WE Wi 

BEGIN. PURIFY YOUR SPIR! 
AT THE TORI! ARCH, 
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ASSUME?’ 
IT WAS IMPORTANT. 
YOU ARE AN IMPERIAL 


MAGISTRATE, ARE 


a YOU NOT? 


| ASSUMED THIS | 
WOULD BE AN 
ELABORATE 
APP ALE. 


ii 
a 
be 
7 —s 

4 : 


= 
5 


i 


IT IS BY NO 
MEANS SIMPLE, BUT 
iT IS NOT ELABORATE 
EITHER WE MUST MECTTATE 
FOR SEVERAL HOURS 
BEFORE WE CAN 
BEGIN. 








oe > a oe eS 
Sa 
. ‘ f a Fe 


fl 








FOCUS ON 
EMPTYING YOUR 
MIND OF ALL THOUGHT. 
SEEK THE VOID, FOR 
ONLY THERE WILL WE 
FIND THE GATEWAY. 








| AM NOT FAMILIAR 
WITH THIS PRACTICE. WILL 
|... ACCOMPANY YOUP 


ARE PROPERLY 
ATTUNED TO ONE 
ANOTHER, YOU MAY 
GAIN SOME GLIMPSE 
OF WHAT | SEE AND 
HEAR WHEN MY 
SPIRIT ENTERS 
THE REALMS 





IT IS IMPORTANT Ps EVEN IF | COULD, 
THAT YOU UNDERSTAND wef & SOMETIMES THE DEAD 
THIS MAY WELL NOT WORK. 2 DO NOT WISH TO BE DISTURBED 
THERE ARE MANY REALMS WHERE I IF OUR QUARRY DOES NOT WISH 
THE DEAD GO, ANDO |CANNOT £ TO BE FOUND, IT IS UNLIKELY 
REACH THEM ALL WE WILL CO SO 
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bs] 


| AM SORRY. 
THERE ARE 
SIMPLY TOO 
MANY, AND 
THOSE YOU SEEK 
ARE EITHER NO 
AMONG THEM, OR 
NO WELCO IME 
OTHERS. | AM 


—_—s 





eal + _ 





°:- 


: 


THERE is 
NO NEED FOR 
ASKED OF 
YOU SOMETHING 
THAT MIGHT 
WELL BE 
IMPOSSIBLE 


sl ; 


6 secaceeertrre ef 








; 2 
: ; 
{ 
— ee ee Ey 
* ; i 
& = 
o Bail 


> ary ae aa 














ICORN 


=" 


Ad 


MAN CON 


i 
| 


FILTH 
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ANT QUATED 
. YOU WILL CIE 
SASILY AS YOUR 
HARLOT. 


Meds cAl 


ATA AMOR nt AM 
DRAGON: “ 


HOW MANY OF 

YC au ARE WILLING 

TO DYE TO BUY 
VICTORYP 











YOU DARE 
ATTACK A GUEST OF 
THE LIONP ON HOLY 

GROUND? 





io 
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WHAT DOES | | 
MATTER? THEY FOUGHT - REP OIVE tae IF 
WELL, ANO THEY ARE | pecumed A Gir MOGs 








DEAD. THEY WERE DETAIL REGARDING MY 


THE ENEMY. , | ASSASSINS. 





THE 
FIGHTING HAS 
MOVED NORTH. THEY 
WILL NEEO Us. J 


GO. | 
MUST TEND TO 
MY YORIAY, J 








TRANK YOU, MY 
LORD. YOU WILL NOT... 
WGA... YOU WILL NOT 


[AM ALREADY “ mi euTioo % 
SORRY. YOU COULD @ NOT. NOW...00 
HAVE DIED 7 WE PURSUE THE | 


= rea SS 
VEN ty Ger 
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AND FOR 
THAT THEY WILL 


PAY DEARLY. BUT 
THE MATTER 


NOP 
MY LORD, THEY 
TRIEO TO KILL - 
vou ; LATER 

shai WE PURSUE 
iS, | FEAR, OF 

GREATER 
IMPORTANCE 


ATTACKED AN 
MPERIAL 
MAGISTRATE 
ANDO A MEMBER 
OF THE 
MPERIAL 


- ; Pl a hi 
FAMILIES 
lie =, 


ASSURANCES 
THAT THE EMPIRE WE 


KNOW IS NOT 
DOOMED 














' 
~ 
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MASTER, | FIND IT 
DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THAT A 


MAN OF TASHIME’S REPUTATION 


WOULD’ TURN AWAY FROM 


SPIDER ASSASSINS. 


SUCH A MYSTERY AS 3. a 


“IS ITNOTSO _ 
THAT NO ONE AT THE 
TIME THIS HAPPENED 


KNEW THE TRUTH 
ABOUT THE 
SPIDERP 


AND WHILE 
THAT SEEMED O00) 
INDEED). THE NOTION 
THAT AN ONI LORD 
COULD MANIPULATE 
THE MINDS OF 
SAMURA! SEEMED THE 
FAR GREATER THREAT. 
NO, TASHIME WISHED 
TO RETURN TO 
SPEAK TO THE 
PHOENIX. 


WITH THE LION 
WAS WASTED. 
HE GAINED 
NOTHING. 
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THAT IS TRUE, 
CHILO, BUT TASHIME 
COULD NOT KNOW 
THE BREADTH OF THE 
THREAT THEY POSED. 


i, THEY SEEMED NOTHING 


MORE THAN RONIN 
OR MONKS AT 
THE TIME. 


HE GAINED A 
ELSE, AND HE GAVE THE 
PHOENIX THE TIME 

THEY REQUIRED. _ 4 











100 NOT 
UNDERSTAND. 
IF THEY HAD 
SUCH POWER 
THAT COULD 
DESTROY AYOSso 
AO OM; WHY 
HAD THEY NOT 
USED IT 
BEFORE? 
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REMEMBER 
YOUR LESSONS. 
THE OTHER CLANS 
RARELY HAVE THE 
COURAGE TO DO 
WHAT MUST BE DONE. 
AN? IN ANY EVENT: 
THEY PID NOT WISH TO 
KILL AYOSO AO OM, 
FOR SUCH THINGS 
ARE CIFFICULT 
BEYOND 
IMAGINING. 








WHAT 
TROUBLES YOU, | mm 
1 TASHIME-SAMAP , | 





CAN | DO 
ANYTHING, MY 
LORDP SHALL | FETCH 

YOUR YORIK! 


| HAVE HUNTEP CRIMINALS, 

THE WORST SORT OF MEN, FOR 
PECADES. | HAVE HEARD’ THE MOST 
OUTRAGEOUS LIES, TOLD IN A DESPERATE 
| ATTEMPT TO ABSOL‘VE MEN OF BLAME 

a FOR THEIR ACTIONS. 








/ | AM CERTAIN 
IT MUST BE TERRIBLE, 
MY LORD. 





EVER HEARD Is SO 
FIDICULOUS 
AS BAIRE!S PLAN. 
YET HERE WE 





BAIREI-SAMA IS 
A BRILLIANT MAN 
IF HE BELIEVES THIS 

WILL WORK, THEN 
IT CAN 


A BLACK SCROLL? 
AFTER ALL THESE YEARS, 
REALLY? THIS IS INSANE. | 
WOULD HAVE BEEN LESS 
DISTURBED IF HE HAD SAID 
THE ONLY WAY TO END THE 

THREAT WOULD BE TO 
KILL THE DEMON. 





SLAY AN ON! 
LORD? OH YES, FAR 
SIMPLER. HONESTLY WE 
ARE FORTUNATE NO ONE 
HAS BEATEN US TO IT. | 
AM CERTAIN THEY ARE 
LINING UP TO DESTROY 
HER. 





WHEN YOU ARE 
AS OLD AS ASAKO 
FOSU, YOU HAVE EARNED 
THE RIGHT TO HAVE A J WOULD YOU PREFER 
STRANGE ATTITUVE. | WAS EVER-CHEERFUL LIKE 
YOUNG MARIKOP PERSONALLY 
| FIND THAT MUCH MORE 
IRRITATING. 
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7, OF, BE STILL 
GIRL. | MEANT NO 
HARM. ALLOW AN 

OLD MAN A 
JOKE. 


IF THIS IS 
SUCH A SIMPLE 
MATTER, Wily’ HAS 


IT NOT BEEN DONE 


BEFORE? 


MAKE NO MISTAKE, 
WHAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING IS 
EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. | ESTIMATE 
OUR CHANCES OF SUCCESS TO BE 
WERY LOW, IN ALL HONESTY. 
AS FOR WHY IT HAS NOT 
BEEN DONE BEFORE... 

















CURIOUS 
TIMING. BUT THEN 
THE AFFAIRS OF THE 
SCORPION ARE ALWAYS 


| DO FIND 
THE COINCIDENCE 
TROUBLING, BUT | 
CHOOSE TO 
BELIEVE IN THE 
INTERVENTION OF THE 
FORTUNES. 





IN MY 
EXPERIENCE, 
| BELIEVE IN 





THE DECEPTION 
OF MAN. 
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~~ | SHOULD 
[ HAVE GATHERED THE | 
IMPERIAL LEGIONS , 


THE PLAN, THEN, IS TO 
FIND THE CEMON AND BIN? IT 
ELIMINATING WHATEVER THREAT YOU 
BELIEVE IT MAY POSE. SIMPLE, 

4 ELEGANT, AND ALMOST CERTAINLY 
SUICIDAL. 




































THAT WOULD 
HAVE TAKEN FAR TOO W 
LONG, MY LORD. YOU HAVE 
SEEN THE STATE OF THE | 
IMPERIAL CITY. | 











fO-=\70 
“THE THREE OF US, 
MY YORIKI, AND YOUR YOUIMBO. 
SURELY THEY MUST BE WHISPERING | 
ABOUT OUR ARRIVAL THROUGHOUT , 
THE SHADOWLANDS ALREADY. 4 













3 | AM OLD, BUT NO 
/ FOOL. WE WILL HAVE CRAB 
ALLIES AWAITING OUR ARRIVAL, 
AND | HAVE SECURED THE CREW 
OF THIS VESSEL. THEY OFFER 
THEIR TALENTS FOR SALE, 
APTER ALL. 





j ANO THE CREATURE 
| f WOULD FLEE BEFORE SUCH A 








LARGE OPPOSING FORCE. NO, WE 
| MUST BE SMALL ENOUGH NOT TO 
ie BE A THREAT BUT LARGE ENOUGH 
\ = TO BE OF INTEREST. 











MANTIS 
MERCENARIES? YOU 
CONSIDER THEM 
RELIABLE? 


THE MANTIS CLAN 
OFFERS ITS SERVICES TO 
THOSE WHO CAN PAY; AND ONCE 
PURCHASED, OUR SERVICE IS 
UNQUESTIONED UNTIL 
COMPLETED. 








THERE IS NOTHING 
WHATSOEVER ABOUT 
THIS PLAN THAT | DO 
NOT QUESTION, SAVE 

THAT IT IS ABSOLUTELY 
NECESSARY. 


THREE DAYS 
PERHAPS THE REST 
OF OUR LIVES. 


OUT OF RESPECT 
FOR YOUR STATION, 
TASHIME-S4A44, | WILL 
IGNORE ANY SLIGHT YOUR 
WORDS MIGHT IMPLY. 

IN THE MEANTIME, MAKE 
YOURSELVES COMFORTABLE 
IT IS THREE DAYS UNTIL 
WE ARRIVE. 





| WHAT 
PO YOU THINK, 


| DO NOT 
BELlEVE THAT 
COINCIDENCE 

EXISTS, 


HAHA! VERY GOOD! 
COINCIDENCE IS WHAT FOOLS 
USE TO MAKE THE WORLD 
SEEM A SIMPLER PLACE. 


THEN WHY 
WOULD ANYONE HAVE 
SURRENDERED THOSE 

SECRETS TO THE 

PHOENIX? 


TO CURRY FAVOR, 
PERHAPS. TO GET 
SOMETHING IN ANYTHING IS 
RETURN. OR POSSIBLY... POSSIBLE, MY CHILD. 
COULD SOMEONE HAVE ANYTHING. 
ANTICIPATED WHAT BAIRE! } 
WOULD DOP IS THAT 
POSSIBLEP 
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YOU ARE 
THE REPRESENTATIVE 
OF KUN DA/GO, THE 
JADE CHAMPION? 


| AM. | AM 
HIRUMA AKIO, OF THE 
HIRUMA SCOUTS. 


YOU KNOW 
THE PURPOSE OF OUR 
VISIT HERE? 











ABSOLUTELY 
GOING TO GET US 


, soocF ™ 
COURSE | HAD TO } 
\ VOLUNTEER. 








. MASTER BAIRE! 
| CONTACTED DAIGO-S44-44 
4, ALMOST THREE WEEKS 













{ 


N! 
{' 


JALAN! 





mitt 





| N 
i DOING PRELIMINARY ¥ 
SCOUTING INTO THE 
MID-REGION OF 
THE SHADOWLANPS. 


WE AT LEAST 
HAVE SOME IDEA OF 
WHERE THE DEMON 

IS HIPING. 





y THREE Weeksr 
SO RIGHT AFTER WE 
LEFT FOR THE LION 
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MASTER 
BAIRE! IS NOT ONE 
TO WAIT WHEN AN | 
IDEA STRIKES | AM DELIGHTED 
HIS FANCY. ns | 7 THAT YOU ARE SO 
7 ENTERTAINED. AN AGENT 
OF THE THRONE DOES 
NOT TAKE KINDLY TO BEING 
MANIPULATED 
HOWEVER 
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, AWAITS. 


F NOTHING, SENSEI. 
A PROPER SAMURA! 
KNOWS NOTHING OF 


a THE 0 Te - SUCH THINGS 
SHADOWLANDS! Ac | 
| HOPE TO SEE THEM 
ONE DAY’ 


THAT IS AN 
EXCEPTIONALLY FOOL/SH 
GOAL, BO’. NEVER HOPE FOR 
DEATH. WHAT DO YOU KNOW OF 


ONLY WHAT 
EVERYONE KNOWS, 
MASTER. ONCE, THE 

SHADOWLANDS WERE A, 

ROKUGAN. 


HA HA HAS 
WELL SAID, CHILD. 
NOW, WHAT DO 


YOU KNOWP YY 
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Jeremy Hutchins (Order #157841 22) 














VERY GOOD. 

BLT DO NOT GNE 
THE CRAB TOO MUCH 
CREDIT. WHAT PURPOSE 
WOULD THE BRUTES 
HAVE IF NOT TO 
GUARD THE 
WALL 
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IT HAS BEEN 
THREE DAYS. WHAT 
1S OUR STATUSP 


i” BPO YOU IMAGINE * 
THE ANSWER WILL BE 
DIFFERENT THIS TIME, 

TASHIME-SAMA?P 


COULD YOU AT 
f LEAST EXPLAIN WHERE 
WE ARE GOINGP | AM NOT 
: ACCUSTOMED TO 
D. FOLLOWING OTHERS 
SO BLINDLY. 


; PANO | AM NOT 
ACCUSTOMED TO 
HAVING MY SKILL 

QUESTIONED? BY’ 


THOSE WHO REQUIRE 


My ASSISTANCE. 
HOWEVER, IF YOU 
MUST KNOW... 








THE DAY YOU 
ARRIVED, AREPORTOF 
1] THREE DEAD MARU NO OM 
1. WAS RECEIVED. WE ARE 
GOING THERE. 





BECAUSE UNLESS YOU 
HAVE KNOWLEDGE | LACK, 
AND ON THIS SUBJECT | ASSURE 
YOU THAT YOU PO NOT, INQUISITOR, 
THERE ARE VERY FEW THINGS 
THAT CAN KILL EVEN ONE 
AM4RU NO OAS 





YOU PEOPLE 
HAVE A STRANGE 
DEFINITION OF 
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” DAIGO-64144 AND 
iy KUON-S4144 SACRIFICED 

MUCH TO ENSURE WE HAD 
ENOUGH. THERE WILL BE 
MANY CRAB WARRIORS 


BECAUSE OF THIS QUEST 


OF YOURS. 


FOR His ESCORTS, EVEN 
MORE SO IF WE ARE 
SUCCESSFUL. 


THE CRAB CARE 
NOTHING FOR MONEY, 
MAGISTRATE. THE ONLY REASON 
KUON-S4i44 AGREED TO THIS IS 
a THAT IF We ARE SUCCESSFUL, 
CRAB LIVES WILL BE 
SPARED. 














IN THE 
ROCKS ABOVE 





SOMETHING | 


IS FOLLOWING 


US 


YES, ~ 
THEY HAVE 
BEEN FOR MORE 
THAN A DAY. MEN 
OR MEN-SIZED 
THREE OF THEM 
WELL-TRAINED 
TO KEEP TO THE 
SHADOWS. 


1AM... a 
INMMPRESSED. } 
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SHOULD WE BE 
CONCERNED? 


‘PROBABLY.’ 
COMFORTING. 


THERE ARE FEW THINGS 
MAN-SIZED THAT HUNT IN PACKS 
IN THE SHADOWLANDS, AND ALL OF 
THEM ARE TOO STUPID TO TRAIL US LIKE 
THIS. IF YOU ARE RIGHT, THEY ARE LIKELY 
MEN. THE LOST, PERHAPS. 
OR UNDEAD. 


THE LOST? | THOUGHT 
THEY HAD DISAPPEARED 
FROM THE SHADOWLANDS. 
WERE THEY NOT CONSUMED 
BY THE DEMONS? 


NO ONE 
KNOWS. JUST 
KEEP AN EYE OUT AND 
WE WILL BE FINE. WE 
HAVE TO CONTINUE 
REGARDLESS 
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THOSE WERE 
NOT FULL GROWN. 
WE SHOULD INVESTIGATE, 
BUT BE CAREFUL. 


THEY ARE 
LARGER THAN | 
HAD IMAGINED. 








— 
—_* 


# 
€. 
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}Ou DARE 
INVADE MY’ HOME! 
YOu WILL DIE’ 
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FIGHT, GIRL! 
FIGHT FOR YOUR 
, LIFE! 
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No! 
DAMN YOU, 
NOs 











7 
“ 
-< \y 
_4 = \ 
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YOu WILL 
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AAAAZATITTIT: 
WHAT Is THISP 
WHAT Is THISP 








, CREATURE.|BIND 

| YOUR POWER AND TAKE | 

1 THAT WHICH YOU STCLE 
FROM ANOTHER / 


| BIND YOu 
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Is YOUR NAME, 
GIRLP 


y | 

' in 
J AGASHA KYOSO. 
. PLEASE... WHERE 
AM IP WHO ARE 


= | 
= si HAVE TO KILL HER 


| DON'T YOU 
UNDERSTANDP 
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YOU WILL DO 
NOTHING OF THE SORT, 
GUNSO! NOT UNLESS YOU 
ARE ORDERED TO! DO YOU 
UNDERSTAND? 


| AM INCLINED 
TO AGREE THAT THis 
SORT OF THING IS NOT 
POSSIBLE. SHAIKO, HAVE 


YOU EVER HEARD... 





PLEASE, 
SOMEONE TELL ME 
WHAT'S HAPPENING! 

WHERE ARE WEP 








Jeremy Hutchins (Order #157841 22) 








SO MUCH 
DEATH... AND 
FOR WHAT? 

WAY? 


' KEEP 

YOUR TONGUE, 

GIRL. PO NOT 
GIVE US A 
REASON. 


NOTHING 
MAKES SENSE. 
THIS WAS SOME 
SORT OF... SOME 

SORT OF... 









































eremy Hutchins (Order #15784122) 








C= 




















dee nh 
— 


WHO ARE YOUP 
WHAT DO YOU KNOW 
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NOTHING 
OF COURSE... | 
MERELY... SAW AN 
OPPORTUNITY... DO NOT 
LIE TO Me! 


JLIST... 

JUST ANOTHER... 
POWER-HUNGRY SCORPION, 
MY LORD... NO SURPRISES 
HERE. 








NO, | WILL 
NOT KILL YOU 
YOU WILL RETURN TO 
THE EMPIRE, AND | WILL 
HAVE JAU/S7ICE. 





HAVE 
YOUR MEN 
, TAKE THIS MAN 
| INTO CUSTODY. HE 
> iS MY PRISONER 





4 


oe 
MINE IS A 
GHOST SH/P-. 
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WELL... THAT'S 
SOMETHING, 
| SUPPOSE. 


WE TREAT OUR 
WOUNDs, SALVAGE 
WHAT WE CAN, AND 

BURN THE VEAD. 





WE STILL HAVE 
A LONG WAY TO 
GO BEFORE WE 
REACH HOME. 


FOR YOUR VALOR, 
CAPTAIN, | PROMISE YOU 
THAT SO LONG AS YOU 

SAIL, YOU WILL NEVER 

WANT FOR A CREW, 








WHAT DO YOU 
THINK NOW, LITTLE 
SCORPION? 


| 00 NOT 
KNOW, MASTER. 
| AM UNCERTAIN. 


THE CLEAR 
IMPLICATION IS THAT 
KAZUNORI MANIPULATED THE 
EVENTS, BUT | DO NOT UNDERSTAND 

WHY. WHY DO SO MANY TERRIBLE 
THINGS SIMPLY TO DEFEAT AN ONI 

THAT WAS NO CLEAR THREAT 

TO THE EMPIRE? 


WHO CAN SAY WHAT A 
CLEAR THREAT IS, OR WILL BE, 
MY CHILOP WHO CAN SAY WHAT 
KAZUNORI BELIEVED HE WOULD 

ACCOMPLISH? 





BUT KAZUNORI! 
WENT TO TRAITOR’'S 
GROVE, TO SUFFER 

FOREVER. THE SCORPION 
DO NOT SEND THOSE WHO 
SERVE THE CLAN TO THE 
GROVE, DO THEY MASTERP 
SO HE MUST HAVE BEEN 
A TRAITOR! 
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AFTERWORD 


I've been a comic book fan almost my entire life. | started in the third grade 
when | picked up G.I. Joe” #3 and was captivated by my favorite toys fighting 
against a giant robot. A giant robot! That was it for me, | was hooked. Which 
made this project all the more difficult for me, because | was tormented by the 
thought that this was a medium | had loved my whole life and | didn’t know 

; if | could pull it off. It’s vastly more difficult to write this way than | would ever 


have thought! | learned a lot, and | really enjoyed it. | hope you enjoyed it too. 


| am extraordinarily grateful for the opportunity to work on a project like this. 
My bosses at AEG, John and Todd, gave me an incredible amount of leeway 
to come up with a story that included the different elements they thought 
were essential to the Legend of the Five Rings. My family was as supportive as 
always, and my poor co-workers at Westside Elementary School tolerated my 
neurotic rambling about pacing, transitions, and the power of visualization, 


for months. | couldn’t have done it without them. 


| hope Death at Koten was as much fun for you as it was for me. | hope that 
you'll come to love the world of Rokugan as much as | do. And | really, really 
hope that if | get to write another one of these, you'll check it out and see how 


much I learned writing this one. 


Thanks guys! 


— Shawn Carman 
L5R Lead Writer 


For Julie & Dalton, my most important fans 


/ Jeremy Hutchins (@rder. Held 8422) 
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